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ment; any such decision on your part cannot but redound to your
credit and cannot but be a credit to the country immensely. But
I know that this is a counsel of perfection. At the same time
other countries have in action transformed many more things.
I know what happened in South Africa when the great war with
the English was going on. The South African Dutch are a brave
and a godfearing people; and having an immutable faith in the
destiny of their own country, they counted no cost to be too heavy
to pay in order to retain their country's freedom. But as I say, if
you cannot have patience and if you have not the faith that we
can attain swaraj during this very year, then, as I say, you will
cease to import any foreign cloth either directly or indirectly and
cease to enter into bargains amongst yourselves. That would en-
tirely satisfy the present requirements. I want to put before you a
few mathematical problems. Today our importers are really no-
thing more than commission agents. You get perhaps Rs. 5 out
of every hundred rupees worth of cloth. But Rs. 95 entirely goes
out to your principals. Now, imagine that you are the manufac-
turers of the cloth that we need in India itself. Then the whole
of the hundred rupees would remain in India; and see that we
shall still want almost all the cloth that we have been hitherto
importing from outside. Who is going to trade with 60 crores of
rupees per year? I need not tell you that you are the people.
You are strong. You know the value of figures. You know your
own country's need. Then is it any impossible proposition that I
place before you when I suggest that you should take charge of
the whole of the swadeshi movement? Does it require any very
extraordinary bravery on your part to dot the country with your
own agents or gumastas? You will simply spread charkhas and
handlooms, taking and collecting yarn Scorn, all those thousands
and thousands of India, stocking, selling and converting the yarn
into cloth for India. It is really your privilege and your duty
to organize hand-spinning and hand-weaving throughout the
length and breadth of the land. I would therefore ask you, not to
feel despondent altogether as to the future of the country, and
what the future of the imports of India will be when foreign cloth
is entirely boycotted. I assure you that the future of India under
swaraj is the brightest possible. I have no shadow of doubt that
in a very short time many people in India would be laughing
[at themselves] that they did not see the beauty of such a simple
thing and that it had not occurred long ago that they should be
undertaking this business. I would like you to cross-examine me
even as your friends in Bombay, Calcutta and elsewhere have
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